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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-12 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication In this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 
States. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hiraki et 
al. (hereinafter 'Hiraki') US 6,424,128. 

As to claim 1, Hiraki teaches a switching regulator converting an input voltage 
into a predetermined constant voltage and outputting the constant voltage from an 
output terminal, the switching regulator comprising [Fig. 1,110]: 

a switching transistor controlling output of the Input voltage by switching In 
accordance with a control signal input to a control electrode [col. 4, lines 16-19]; 

a smoothing circuit part configured to smooth an output voltage of the switching 
transistor and output the smoothed output voltage to the output terminal [col. 4, lines 19- 
22]; 

a control circuit part configured to control the switching of the switching transistor 
in synchronization with an externally input clock signal so that a voltage at the output 
terminal is the predetermined constant voltage [col. 4, lines 16-20— "driver control 
circuit"]; and 
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a clock signal detector circuit part configured to detect presence or absence of 
inputting of the clock signal, 

wherein upon detecting stoppage of the inputting of the clock signal, the clock 
signal detector circuit part causes the control circuit part to stop operating and perform a 
standby operation for reducing power consumption and thereby to turn off the switching 
transistor [col. 4, lines 51-63, col. 6, lines 18-22 and Fig. 1]. The power supply control 
unit 1 1 3 is part of the regulator circuit 1 1 0. Therefore, the power supply control unit 1 1 3 
detects that the clock is stopped and tells the switching regulator to stop operating and 
also turns the MOSFETs to the off state. 

As to claim 2, Hiraki teaches upon detecting the inputting of the clock signal, the 
clock signal detector circuit part causes the control circuit part to start operating and 
perform a normal operation and thereby to perform the switching of the switching 
transistor [col. 4, lines 51-56]. 

As to claims 3-12, Hiraki clearly teaches the claimed limitations to the extent 
presented in the disclosed teachings. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAWEED A. ABBASZADEH whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1640. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 7:30 a.m. -5:00 
p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas C. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-3667. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jaweed A Abbaszadeh/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 21 1 5 
8/3/2008 

/Thomas Lee/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 21 15 



